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Autumn Term September 2018 

NEWSLETTER 
Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome Back!! I hope you all had a lovely Summer?  We look forward to welcoming back all our older children 
and all the new little ones who will be starting over the next 4 weeks as they begin their learning journey at 
Huntingfield. 

Our topic for this term is ‘’Colour, Shape and Pattern’ please see the topic letter attached. The children will 
also be learning about Autumn. 

Staff Changes 

At the end of last term Sonilda Vani left us to further her career as a teaching assistant at a local Primary 
School. Although we were very sad to see Sonilda leave, I am happy to say that I have managed to take on 
some equally lovely new staff. From September, Ms Lisa Davies, who has been a volunteer here for over a year, 
will be one of my new Pre-School assistants. Mrs Gemma Carter, who is NVQ 3 qualified, will also be joining us 
again, she worked here at Huntingfield 4 years ago, only leaving to have her little boy. Mrs Katie Hayes will also 
be joining us as a completely new pre-school assistant. As is the usual procedure, all staff will be undertaking 
the appropriate Safeguarding and First Aid training and have already been DBS checked. 

Room 5/Key staff 

Room 5 will be opening from Monday 24 September. Until this time, all the children will be together in the hall 
which will give all my staff time to settle our new little ones and welcome back our older children. Please see 
the list in the foyer showing the Room 5 mornings your children have been allocated. Generally each child will 
be given 2 mornings in there each week, however, over the year, each child will be given an extra morning for 
one term only and this will be advised accordingly.  

Some of your children’s key staff have changed this term and I have contacted those of you who were 
affected by the changes. 

Website/Planning 

I often get asked general questions relating to holiday dates etc. please look at my website, all the information 
is shown on there and it is updated on a weekly basis. (address is on the front of this newsletter) You may be 
interested in reading the ‘Testimonials’ as there are many quotes from parents whose children left us in July to 
go to Primary School. New for this term, is the pre-school’s Yearly, Half Termly and Weekly planning. This will 
give everyone, but especially those of you who don’t bring your children to pre-school, the opportunity to see 
what your children are learning and enjoying in more detail. The planning for the forthcoming week will be 
updated each weekend. 

Lunch Club 

Providing I have 5 or more children attending, Lunch Club will resume from Wednesday 12 September. (12.15-
1.30 at a cost of £5.) Children need to bring their lunch/drink in a named box. If you are interested, please 
add your name to the notice in the foyer. Lunch Club is not compulsory so children can attend every week or 
now and again! 

Elaine 

Manager 
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happy to try this again as we now have a new circle of mums/dads etc. who may be interested. Therefore I will 
put a notice in the foyer and if you are interested please put your name down. If there is enough interest I 
will organise this from after half term.  

This term I have 3 volunteers based at Huntingfield while they study for an Early Years qualification. James 
Moon, Farhat Zahid & Kahina Belfares will be in the setting regularly, each helping out 1-2 mornings per week. 
As with all adults working in the setting they have been CRB (Now DBS) checked and have received induction 
training, covering safeguarding & health & safety. The volunteers are all well known to me and are parents 
from children who have recently left.   

Reminder 
Please can you ensure that any money given to the pre-school (fees/lunch club) is given in an envelope, clearly 
marked with what it is for. It is very time consuming for Rosemary to sort out loose notes/coins at the door 
and as it is very busy, it is difficult to remember who the money came from. Your co-operation would be most 
appreciated. 

If you require a receipt for fees paid then just return the invoice with your payment and I will sign and return 
it to you as the receipt.  

Asthma Inhalers 
If you child has been diagnosed with Asthma or has an inhaler then can you please ensure you advise us 
immediately and that you provide us with an inhaler to keep on the premises. Inhalers should not be left in 
your child’s bag in the foyer.  An asthma attack is life threatening and therefore it is very important we are 
aware that an inhaler is needed and that a consent form to administer it is completed.  

Policies/Procedures/Continuous Improvement 
Available in the foyer are folders containing the pre-school’s policies and procedures. These are regularly 
updated and are there for anyone to read (but not take away please) There may be queries you have regarding 
information, protocol or organisation within the pre-school so please have a look. There is also an improvement 
plan which is updated every half term which shows how we continually plan to improve our setting.   

2 Year Old Progress Check  
From September 2012 we have been expected to carry out progress checks for children aged 2. This can be 
carried out at any time between the age of 2 & 3 but must be done before the children turn 3. The check will 
cover the 3 areas of development listed below and a written summary will be provided and discussed with 
parents. 

•  Communication & Language  

•  Physical Development  

•  Personal, Social & Emotional Development   

At Huntingfield the check will be carried out by the child’s key person when the child is approximately 2yrs 9 
months. The key person will then discuss the summary with the parents and suggest how parents can work with 
the key person to help & support their child. The aim of the check is to highlight the areas where your child is 
progressing well and any areas where they might need some extra help or support.  If a child attends more 
than one setting then the check must be carried out by the setting where the child spends most of their time. 
For more information please visit the website:-www.foundationyears.org.uk. 

Speech & Language Drop in session  

As in previous years I am trying to arrange an informal speech & language drop in session here at Huntingfield 
with Faith Brooks. Faith is a brilliant therapist who has worked with us at Huntingfield for many years. I am 
hoping she will be available for you to chat to about any concerns you may have regarding your child’s speech, 
no matter how small. I will confirm the date as soon as she has confirmed back to me. 

Christmas Events 
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Our Christmas Nativity Concert will be held on Monday 7 December at 11.00 a.m. (Doors open at 10.15) All 
children will be taking part. If your child does not normally attend pre-school on Monday, please bring them in 
at 10.15 prompt, as we need to get them ready. All children who normally attend pre-school on Monday should 
be brought in at the normal time of 9.15 please. The concert will last approximately 30 minutes; therefore the 
morning will finish earlier than normal. There will be opportunities to take photo’s at the end.  

Due to the large amount of children currently attending pre-school, for safety reasons I need to restrict the 
amount of adults attending the concert to 3 per family please!! I am sorry to be mentioning Christmas already 
but I know some parents work and may need to make appropriate arrangements.  

The children's Christmas party will be held on Friday 11 December. The children can come in fancy dress if 
they wish to. There will be an entertainer and party food will be provided. Father Christmas will visit at the 
end of the morning when there will be an opportunity to take photo’s. If your child does not normally attend on 
Friday then please bring them in at 10.15. All children who normally attend on Friday should be brought in as 
normal at 9.15. The party will finish at approx. 12.15.  

Budding Balerina’s 

If any of you are interested in your little one’s attending ballet classes then Miss Fiona will be only to pleased 
to hear from you. Fiona runs ballet classes for 3 year olds here at the church on Monday afternoons, so if you 
think you have a budding ballerina on your hands then please contact Fiona on the number displayed on the 
noticeboard in the foyer. 

Holiday Dates 

I am attaching the new up to date holiday dates list up to July 2016. There is a possibility that the date we 
return in January may change to Wednesday 6th January but I will confirm this as soon as I know.  

Dates For Your Diary 

Break up for half term           Friday 23 October 

Return                                   Monday 2 November 

Children’s Individual photographs     Monday 2 November   

Christmas Nativity Concert          Monday 7 December 

Christmas Party/Break up            Friday 11 December 

 

 

Finally 
Have an enjoyable half term break. 

 

Elaine 

Manager 
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